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tracking the schools we provide 

this service to as we believe the 

numbers of disclosures, from 

these schools,  have increased as 

children learn appropriate 

boundaries and their right to ñsay 

noò when touched inappropri-

ately. We believe the slight de-

crease in child abuse is partially 

due to the education being pro-

vided to children, especially 

young children, a heightened 

awareness of child abuse in the 

media as well as a more open 

dialogue on child abuse between 

children and their parents. The 

SCAN Program uses puppets to 

introduce young children to ap-

propriate and inappropriate 

touches while videos of safe and 

unsafe scenarios are used with 

older kids. There is discussion 

during the puppet shows and 

April is Child Abuse Preven-

tion Month and a time for us 

to celebrate a slight decrease 

in child abuse. Kids First 

Child Advocacy Center, lo-

cated in Loudon County, has 

been serving victims of child 

abuse and their families since 

2002. Our services are free of 

charge and available to the 

victim and his/her family for a 

lifetime unless we work our-

selves out of a job! We offer 

therapy, forensic interviews, 

forensic medical examina-

tions, court prep for the vic-

tim, support and education for 

non-offending caregivers, 

support for the adult survivor 

of child abuse, services to 

drug-endangered children, 

Resource Libraries for Lou-

don and Roane County 

schools which have been 

made possible by the United 

Way of Loudon and Roane 

Counties, education for teen 

moms and a school-based 

intervention and prevention 

program, Stop Child Abuse 

and Neglect (SCAN). During 

April we strive to raise aware-

ness of child abuse and what 

we, as a community service 

provider, can do to reduce the 

victimization of our children. 

One way we do this is 

through SCAN, our school-

based intervention and pre-

vention program.  SCAN is 

delivered to children in kin-

dergarten, first, third, fifth and 

seventh grades. Our program 

educates children on child 

abuse, what to do if they are 

ever face to face with some-

one potentially harmful and 

who to tell if ever in such a 

situation. We have been deliv-

ering our school-based inter-

vention and prevention pro-

gram since 2006. During 2008

-2009 we served 5,800 school 

aged children. Since August 

2009, we have served over 

3,000 children and still have 

several schools receiving the 

program in May. In total, , we 

have served more than  

10,000 students. We are 
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 videos between the children and 

the facilitator; which is always 

lively and valuable.  We have 

learned that children recognize 

situations that arenôt appropriate 

but have not always felt empow-

ered to say ñnoò and tell some-

one.  Our SCAN Program gives 

children that empowerment 

through education.  The program 

has been viewed by parents, 

teachers, guidance counselors and 

social workers, all find it 

appropriate and valuable.  In 

this time of budget cuts, 

many educators are grateful 

there is funding, beyond the 

school, to provide such  a 

program.   

Kids First Child Advocacy 

Center is the only agency 

within Loudon, Meigs, Mor-

gan and Roane counties de-

signed to provide all services 

needed by child abuse vic-

tims and their families under 

one roof.  It is for this reason 

that Child Advocacy Centers 

were created and are be-

lieved to be the best provid-

ers of services to victims of 

child abuse and their fami-

lies.   

 

 

 

Our Mission: 
to heal the pain of child abuse 



 Clinical Department Update 
What an exciting  year 2010 is shaping 

up to be in the therapy department!  

Not only have we had about 407 ther-

apy sessions from July through Febru-

ary, we have had some wonderful op-

portunities develop since January.  

Beth Catchot was nominated for NCAõs 

2010 Outstanding Service Awards un-

der the category of mental health and 

prevention.  We appreciate all of 

Bethõs hard work organizing the SCAN 

program in our schools, working with 

teen moms in our local high schools, 

and facilitating change with clients in 

therapyé...   WAY  TO GO, BETH!  

In February, the Centers of Excellence  

(COE) offered another specialized 

training, Children with Sexual Behav-

ioral Problems (CSBP) in which Dr. 

Mona attended.  This training is simi-

lar to the more extensive TF -CBT 

learning collaborative in that there are 

monthly clinical calls, shorter in dura-

tion, from renowned experts in the 

field of child abuse and the collection 

of stats.  Dr. Mona has been invited by 

the COE to help with the next Trauma 

Focused Cognitive Behavioral Ther-

apy (TF-CBT) Learning Collaborative.  

Along with this wonderful opportunity 

to participate in state -wide training 

with outstanding clinicians from 

places such as Duke, they have of-

fered to provide her mileage, hotel, 

and per diem. Later this year, Beth 

and Mona will be in Atlanta for Legal 

Issues 101 and More...Legal and Ethical 

Obligations.  Then in June, Dr. Mona 

will be traveling to New Orleans to 

present a poster session at The Ameri-

can Professional Society on the Abuse 

of Children (APSAC) 18th Annual Col-

loquium entitled, Findings from a State

-Wide Survey of Child Advocacy Thera-

pists about Evidence-Based Practices.  

This presentation was the result of re-

search conducted by Dr. Marlys 

Staudt, from the University of Tennes-

see College of Social Work and Dr. 

Mona.  In addition to presenting, Dr. 

Mona will be taking workshops during 

the three day conference.  We are 

thankful to Good Neighborõs Shoppe 

for donating the funds to make these 

trainings possible!  

                By:  Mona William-Hayes, PhD 

 Kari Anna Watkins and                  

Alison Morrow  

Forensic Interviewer, Kari Anna Wat-

kins, was recently interviewed herself 

by WBIR TVôs Alison Morrow.  Due 

to recent high profile sexual abuse 

allegations, Kids First was asked to 

provide general information as to the 

process of the investigation and the 

role that a Child Advocacy Center 

plays.  The interview consisted of 

questions about the purpose of CACs 

and the role of  the forensic inter-

viewer.  Kari provided a perspective 

to viewers that stressed the impor-

tance of having a child interviewed at 

a CAC not only to assist in the inves-

tigation of allegations but to make 

sure each child is safe. 

Forensic interviews are conducted for 

the purpose of determining whether 

legal action should be taken.  The 

goal of a forensic interview is to 

gather facts to support or dispute an 

allegation by providing an opportu-

nity for children to report as much 

accurate information in their own 

words.  A forensic interview is pri-

marily a fact finding, objective gath-

ering of details of legal relevance.  It 

is a non-leading interview conducted 

with a child to obtain the history and 

details of the alleged abuse.  The goal 

is to elicit as much free narrative de-

scription of an alleged event from a 

child without judgment  or predispo-

sition toward any particular outcome-

while also gathering as much specific 

detail as a child is capable of provid-

ing in their own words and from the 

childôs own perspective.  Across Ten-

nessee, there are 30 forensic inter-

viewers working for Child Advocacy 

Centers.  Every child in the State of 

Tennessee has access to a forensic 

interviewer in their judicial district.  

Last year, these 30 interviewers did 

6,696 forensic interviews of children 

who were suspected victims of child 

sexual abuse and severe physical 

abuse.  Kari performed   242  forensic 

interviews last year at Kids First . 

  Forensic Interviewing and Child Abuse 
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Larry and Ellen Evans  
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Ted and Margaret Lethen  
Harold and Joyce Egler  
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                                           Kids First Team    Charter Members  



Chris Waddell, owner of Lenoir City Tae Kwon 

Do, was presented a plaque from Kids First 
CAC for his dedication to our agency.  His 

students have performed in the past at our 

Back to School Bash impressing the children 

with their awesome 

moves.  He and his 

students also raised 

over $1,100 outside 

of  Wal-Mart in Le-

noir City for the 

benefit of the kids 

we serve.   
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Lloyd and  Shari Fassett  

Carl and Ruth Offutt  

Duane and Sarah Beck  
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Sandra T Edwards  
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Thomas and Linda Breen  

James and Charlene Barton  

                                     Kids First Team    Charter Members  

Larry Atchley, owner of Trans International, Inc. 

located on Broadway in Lenoir City, was honored 

with a plaque from the Center showing our appre-

ciation for his support of the kids óToy Closetô.  

Mr. Atchley has been contributing  funds to keep 

the closet stocked with toys for over two years.  

Helen Nicholson, President of Tellico Village 

Kiwanis, and Past President, Terry Boyes, met 

with Chris in early January to present a check for 

$1500 to the agency.  TV Kiwanis has supported 

the CAC for years.  Their donations are used to 

cover the cost of therapy, victim services, and our 

school based intervention/prevention program.   

                    THANK YOU TO GOOD NEIGHBORS SHOPPE  
We wish to thank Roberta and all the volunteers at GNS for their on -going sup-
port.  GNS makes it possible for us to provide much needed training to our law 
enforcement officers, caseworkers, medical providers, therapists and Assistant 
District Attorneys.  As a non -profit, we are unable to meet the training needs of 
our Child Protective Investigative Team (CPIT) members even though we know 
their needs, we also know their limitations.  Good Neighbors believes in equip-
ping those of us charged to serve, investigate and prosecute child abusers while 
meeting the needs of the victim and non-offending caregivers.  Thank you Good 
Neighbors Shoppe, we couldnõt do it without your support! 

 
       AND OUR LOCAL BUSINESSES FOR THEIR DONATIONS : 
Angeloõs Brick Oven Cracker Barrel, Roane        Cinco de Mayo 
Food City, Roane Co Cracker Barrel, Loudon        Kroger, Roane Co 
Cancun Restaurant Premier Salon, Roane Co    Aubreyõs Restaurant 
Summitt Management  Griffin Insurance     Georgiella Thompson 
Jack Stockton, Sheriff Jim West, Tanasi Golf Center     McDonalds  
Anderson Hand Car Wash & Detail Shop  Five Guys Restaurant

Larry Atchley and Chris  Helen Nicholson, Chris, and Terry Boyes 

   Thank you to our 

                  Helping Handséé 



   CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION MONTH  

We had a fabulous turnout for our 
5th annual Soupôs On.  Dozens of 
volunteers helped prepare the 
soups, bake  cookies, set up, serve, 
and clean up for the one day 
event.  We raised $6,740 in ticket 
sales!   
 
 

 
 

 

We wish to thank each and every 
person who donated their time, tal-
ent and treasures to make this an-
nual fundraiser such a success:      
Aggie Wager    Mel & Judy Courtley     
Karen Keirstead           Sabrina Baker 
Jack & Norma Racke         Jan Smith  
Farrell & Millie Bruner  Michele Spicer       
Dianne Hamrick          Noreen Kulka     
David & Sandy Nichols 
Carmen Fahey           Juanita Wright  

Betty Ann Sterner   Ruthie Fernandez 
Di Moroukian      Bob & Linda Wright 
Amy Dunajewski        Gretchen Allen 
Marsha Gaster              Jim Hamilton  
Jerry Griffith             Judy Carlson 
Paul & Cheryl Ottaviano  
Cindy Kohl         Ron & Ginny Ranck           
Terry Taylor                 Jane Salmon  
Patty & Dean Miller    
Don & Marilyn Hill 
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Carolyn McDermott        Carol Selmo 
Diana & Jim Gahrs    Ginny Hathhorn  
Dick & Mary LeTard    Val MacDonald 
Elaine Hitch       Dennis Moldenhauer 
Marge & Rich Planzo  Bonnie Porcella   
Richard & Linda Racke       Judy Roth 
Judy Wilkinson       Pandora Vreeland 
Beth Sams                Joye Adams    
Robin Zang                Brock Benn 
Jerry Fish                          Jim Poole    
Rose Remund              Rich Sciaretta 
Joe & Linda Solymossy     

Dottie Witzke                 Jan Sykes 
Terry & Margaret Boyes  
Alison Johnston      Nancy Livengood          
Richard & Diane Seymour  
Ken Wright      Sally Potter                     
Lovina Halko           Sally Delaney               
Vicki Schwerdt      Trish Ritter            
Ivar & Jean Carlson 
Bob Evilsizer                 Sylvia Liebee 
Tellico Village Lions Club Members 
Tellico Village Community Church               
                          and  Facility use 
Mary & Paul Hilchey     
Don & Jan Miller 
Judy Horne                  Joy Macklem  
Donna Compton              Carol Scott  
Beverley Kellogg          Becky Massey 
Bette Purvis        Susan Schemberger 
Susan Scott                Judy Andrews  
Deb Hulett            Ginny Strandberg  
Pat Vitrone                 Marian Smith  

        5th Annual             Soupôs On        January 20, 2010 

During the month of April ñwhich is Child Abuse Prevention 
Monthñthe Center sponsored several activities to raise aware-
ness of child abuse.  These activities included mailing informa-
tion to churches for educational purposes, a poster contest and 
delivering bookmarks and blue ribbons (blue ribbon was estab-
lished as a trademark of child abuse by a grandmother whose 3 
year old grandson was beaten to death by his motherõs boy-
friend) to schools and local businesses.  We are most excited 
about the Poster Contest as it included schools from across the 
9th district, various age groups and is the first Poster Contest 
sponsored by the CAC.  Poster boards were supplied to the par-
ticipating schools and the theme òWe Are All in This Togetheró 
was the idea from which each poster was created.  Children were 
encouraged to recall the information given by the CAC during 
our school-based intervention/prevention program (SCAN) and 
create a poster depicting how he/she would help a friend that 
has been hurt.  The Board of Directors selected a winning poster 
from a school within each of the counties we  serve and the child 
was notified.  The winners received a certificate, gift certificate 
from Wal -Mart and their pictures were taken for our newsletter.  
Also, we plan to frame the winning posters and display them at 
the CAC.  A very special òthanksó is being extended to the teach-
ers and staff at Meigs North Elementary, Philadelphia Elemen-
tary, Kingston Elementary and Petros Joyner Elementary 
Schools.  Donna Thomas, of A-Z Office Resources, generously  
donated a portion of the poster board supplied to the participat-
ing schools.  We would like to congratulate our winners and 
thank Broadway  Florist for donating the blue ribbon that was 
used to make both the bookmarks and blue ribbon cards.     

Top:  Elijah Reeder, 3rd 

grader from Kingston  

Elementary  School 

Bottom:  Amelia Parris, 

2nd grader from Petros  

Joyner Elementary School        

Top: Andrew Gibson, 

3rd grader from Philadel-

phia Elementary Bottom:  

Brooklyn Roper, 1st 

grader from Meigs North 

Elementary School 


