
With the onset of spring we are reminded of the warm weather, blooming 
flowers, sunshine and longer days that will soon be ours after a cold and wet 
winter.  Spring is the symbol of new life and new opportunities that await us 
all.  For those of us at Kids First we are given the opportunity to be a part of 
new life everyday for children and their families whose lives have been shat-
tered by child abuse.  We have been challenged to provide a safe, child-
friendly environment that encourages safety, honesty, but most important, 
we are a part of the healing process.  Just recently I lost my grandmother to 
cancer and in the final days of her life I was reminded just how fragile life is 
and how memories are all we have of those we love so much once they have 
ōŜŜƴ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘƛǎ ƭƛŦŜΦ  LǘΩǎ Ŧǳƴƴȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ L ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŀǊŜ 
the kitchen hand towels she loved to make and never matched anything in 
my kitchen, the earrings she loved to wear that now belong to me and the 
small white  handkerchiefs that she loved to cross-stitch small flowers on for 
decoration.  These items are not of much worth to anyone except me be-
cause they belonged to her, were symbols of her time, and will always be my 
memories of a wonderful woman.  Thanks to our staff and you, our support-
ers, board members, volunteers, and friends, we are creating wonderful 
memories for the children we serve.  Their experience at Kids First , including 
the  items they take home with them, will serve as a reminder of a positive 
experience instead of the worst day in his/her life because their secret came 
alive, the handmade blankets that warm and comfort during a forensic medi-
cal examination can be a  comfort on a bad day and the caring environment 
will always remind them of people that helped instead of hurt.  For the chil-
dren coming through our doors, we will be the memory of hope and not 
despair, giving instead of taking, and protecting instead of ignoring.  This 
year, July through March, your support has allowed us to serve more than 
168 children who have received a forensic interview, 6000 school-aged chil-
dren served through our  SCAN Program, 35 children whose lives have been 
negatively impacted by drugs/alcohol and many teenagers who are pregnant 
and/or have a small child in which they are the primary caregiver.  Thank you 
for taking the time to support us fiscally, volunteering your time and talents, 
serving on committees and for wanting to be a   
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G F W C Tellico Village President, Marilyn Peterson, presented a 
check in the amount of $2,500. to Chris Evans-Longmire, ED of the 
CAC, on Feb 3rd.  The womenôs club is a long time  supporter of 
Kids First CAC since we opened our doors in 2002 (in fact, our 
very first donation was from the GFWC-TV, helping us at that time 
for our 501c3 status).  These women are committed in their sup-
port of fighting child abuse and domestic violence, recently winning 
a first place award for their dedication to volunteering for the CAC 

and Ivaôs Place.   

òThere is no exercise better for the  

heart than reaching down and  

lifting people upó 

                                           John Holmer  

April 2009  

ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƴŜǿ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŦǊŜŜ ŦǊƻƳ Ǉŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ 
ŦŜŀǊΧΧΦΦŀ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎŜŎǊŜǘǎ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ŘƛŎǘŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ 
Řŀȅ ōǳǘ ƘŜŀƭƛƴƎ ǎŀȅǎ ƛǘΩǎ ƻƪŀȅ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ Ƴȅ 
fault.  Thank you  for creating new memories for children 
whose lives may have been lost if not for the Child Advocacy 
Center. 



  4th  

Annual 

Pictured far left:  Ginny Ranck and 
Judy Courtley  

Above:  My Fish, Roberta Raz, Ginny 
Ranck and Linda Morrison  

     Hot soup and a cold day were the perfect combination 

as Kids First hosted their fourth annual Soupõs On 

lunch and dinner, January 21st.  The fundraiser for the 
CAC has become a highly anticipated event in the area.  

This year, over 500 hungry participants were treated to a 

selection of three òall-you -can -eató soups, and Hunterõs 

Chili, accompanied  by homemade bread and cookies.   

     The lunch/dinner has also become an anticipated an-

nual event for the Tellico community.  This year, thirty 
seven persons representing:  GFWC Womenõs Club of Tel-

lico Village, Women Build Habitat for Humanity, Kids 

First Staff, and Friends of Kids First, prepared and 

served the soups.  Twenty nine persons baked cookies, 

and three made fresh bread.  Local businesses donated 
ingredients including Wamplerõs Farm Sausage (86 

lbs!), Monterrey Mushrooms and Artistic Recreation 

Taxidermy (Hunterõs Chili featured 30 lbs. of venison 

donated by Richard Burke).  The event was held once 

again at the Tellico Village Community Church.  The 

Church has hosted this event since its inception and gra-
ciously offers equipment and space in their fellowship 

hall for preparing and eating.  All remaining food was 

shared between Ivaõs Place and the monthly training 

luncheon for adults with disabilities held at TVCC.  The 

event raised more than $5,500. for the Child Advocacy 

Centerõs operations.        By:  Marilyn Hill   

  A Community 

      Project  

        Chicken Tortilla Soup  

      Tellico Village Womenõs Club 

Carolyn McDermott  

Val MacDonald                    Jan Smith  

Diana Gahrs                      Carol Selmo  

Mary and Richard LeTard  

Dianne Hamrick                 Marilyn Hill  

Carol Stieghan                 Terry Taylor  

Ginny Hathhorn  

          Peasant Vegetable Soup 

        Friends of Kids First  

Sarina Baker                    Linda Wright  

Jackie Cotton                  CarmenFahey  

Betty Ann Sterner               Jan Burns  

Michelle Spicer            Carole Swenson  

Betty Purvis  

Ruthie Fernandez  

Juanita Wright    

       

    Blackfoot Potato &  Sausage Soup 

  Women Build Habitat for Humanity  

Caryl Gallagher              Tricia Ritter  

Sharon Addison            Marsha Gaster  

Judy Carlson                  Rose Remund  

Avis Babb                      Peggy Kimbrel  

Carol Daniels                   Linda Racke  

Donna Compton           Amy Dunajewski                

Cheryl Ottaviano  

      A HUGE thank you to our outstanding volunteers, 

supporters, and Board Members for a job well done!   

**   Soupmakers, cookie and bread bakers  

all donated the ingredients.        

Jim & Diana Gahrs       Judy Roth  Chuck & Carole Swenson 

Jon & Jan Smith    Ursula Cappuccio    Millie & Farrell Bruner  

Jack & Norma Racke      Jan Sykes        Richard & Mary LeTard  

Terry & Margaret Boyes                       Paul & Cheryl Ottaviano  

Charlotte Johnson          Terry Taylor           Ron & Ginny Ranck  

Ron & Sally Potter       Cherp Stout     Tom & Sue Schemberger  

Bob & Pat Vitrone           Barb Hall              Bob & Linda Wright  

Don & Carol Stieghan       Amy Dunajewski             Dean Miller  

Bob & Donna Tapp         Mel & Judy Courtley            Beth Sams  

Richard & Linda Racke          Donna Compton           Carol Scott  

Ginny Strandberg           Karen Keirstead          Joyce Peterson  

Beverley Kellogg             Jean Carlson                  Maria n Smith  

Jane Salmon      Joye Adams        Susan Scott           Kit Brown  

Joy Macklem          Becky Massey          Joe & Linda Solymossy  

Kids First Staff             Caryl Gallagher                Roberta Raz  

Jerry & My Fish           Linda Morrison             Dianne Hamrick  

Carolyn McDermott        Ginny Hathhorn           Sharon Addison  

Marsha Gaster        Avis Babb       Rose Remund     Judy Carlson  

Tricia Ritter    Jackie Cotton    Peggy Kimbrel   Michelle Spicer  

Jeannice Burns             Carmen Fahey                Juanita Wright    

Ruthie Fernandez      Don & Marilyn Hill        Valerie MacDonald  

Sarina Baker              Betty Ann Sterner              Carole Selmo           

L to R:  Mel Courtley, Richard Racke, 
Jack Racke and  Jimmy Matlock, Rep-
resentative for District 21  



 

We would also like to thank the following businesses for donating the door prizes for this event:  

                     The Child Advocacy Center wishes to thank the Good Neighbors Shoppe, Inc. of Lenoir City  

for sponsoring this valuable training for the 4th year and for their continued support of the Child Advocacy Center and 

our mission to òheal the pain of child abuseó.  The Good Neighbors Shoppe Inc., is a non-profit organization serving Lou-

don County and operates with a volunteer staff of over 200.  The mission of the Good Neighbors Shoppe is to fulfill the 

Christian mandate of love thy neighbor as thyself. The Good Neighbors Shoppe supports Loudon County agencies that 

qualify as a 501c3, serve children, and promote education among children and adults.  

                                         A heart - felt thank you goes out to Ginny and the Board of Directors!  

Aubreyõs Restaurant, Lenoir City 

Sweet -n-Spicy Café, Kingston  

Summitt Capitol Management, Knoxville  

Los Primos Restaurant, Harriman  

Anderson Detail and Carwash, Harriman  

Beyond Bella Spalon, Lenoir City  

AAA Nutrition, Lenoir City  

Angeloõs Brick Oven Pizzeria, Lenoir City 

McDonaldõs, Kingston       Food City, Kingston  

Bojangles, Lenoir City        Auto Zone, Decatur   

Wadeõs Ace Hardware, Decatur 

Jones St. Café, Decatur  

Brickhouse Restaurant, Decatur  

Courtley Chiropractic, Lenoir City  

Griffin Insurance, Kingston  

Partnerõs Pizza, Wartburg 

Ms. Leslie Dixson, Mary Kay products basket, Meigs Co.  

Jim West, Tellico Village Golf Director, Loudon  

Premier Salon, Harriman  

Ayalaõs Mexican Restaurant 

Our 4th annual CPIT training took place once again at the Park Vista Hotel in Gatlinburg on 

February 26th and 27th.  After registration on Thursday morning, Chris Evans -Longmire wel-

comed the guests and introduced the first speaker, Assistant District Attorney, Patti Mur-

phy, who gave us an update on prosecution in our district for 2008.  Out of 94 cases that were 

able to be referred for prosecution, 34 have been indicted and are pending in criminal court.  

The remaining 60 cases are pending in General Sessions, Juvenile Court or Grand Jury.   Our 

Clinical Director, Dr. Mona Williams -Hayes, spoke next about understanding child victims and 

children with sexual behavior problems.  Mona presented similar information at a recent volun-

teer breakfast.  This information is crucial for those working with and around children to help 

distinguish between healthy and unhealthy sexual behaviors.     Thursday afternoon was dedi-

cated to building a prosecutable case.  Mr. Bobby Carter, with the Shelby County District At-

torneyõs office, presented information related to case investigation and collaboration in hopes 

of reinforcing prosecution.  Mr. Carter had the team examine two factual cases to determine 

the strengths and weaknesses that may have affected the outcome.  After Mr. Carter spoke, 

Anne Fisher, Forensic Interviewer with Montgomery County CAC, spoke about communicating 

effectively with kids.  She focused on the impact of a childõs interview, process of disclosure, 

and developmental guidelines.       Following breakfast on day two, Dr. Lisa Piercey with the 

Carl Perkins Center, provided detailed information about mimics of child physical and sexual 

abuse as well as children and sexually transmitted infections.  Next, Sgt. Eric Anderson with 

Franklin Police Department discussed online sexual exploitation of children.  His topics in-

cluded signs that your child is at risk, rules for online safety, and offender traits.      Closing 

the conference, Mr. Skip Elrod with TBI, gave us information on behavioral assessment.  Indi-

cators of deceptive attitudes as well as verbal and non verbal cues were addressed.  Mr. Elrod 

stressed that actions speak louder than words.     We want to say thank you to all of those 

who participated and contributed to this training event.  It was extremely beneficial and once 

again participants expressed their opinions through positive evaluations.   

                                                                              By:  Darcy Navratil  and  Kari Watkins     




