
From the Director .. 

Here we are againé. The 

fall season is upon us and we 

are preparing for our Com-

munity Prevention Program, 

school-based prevention and 

i n te rve n t i o n  p ro g ram 

(SCAN) and the season of 

thankfulness. We hope that 

you enjoyed our 4 th  Annual 

Fundraiser, òAnything is 

Possibleó with Hallerin Hil-

ton Hill. If you were unable 

to join us you missed quite 

an event. One of our guest 

speakers, Ms. Jen Cook, 

shared a survivorõs story of a 

little girl whose father had 

died and her mother married 

a wonderful man that was 

well -respected in the commu-

nity, company CEO and vice -

president of the county 

school board. Unfortunately, 

this man also had an addic-

tion for alcohol and little 

girls. Jen is an adult survi-

vor of child sex abuse. As a 

wife and mother she has 

begun to speak out against 

child abuse and is joining 

Kids First as a volunteer and 

advocate for the Child Advo-

cacy Center. Mr. Hill used 

Jenõs story to share his own 

story of hope and how just 

one person can offer hope to 

many. He inspired us and 

encouraged us to be the hand 

of hope to those in need.  

This fall we will be offering a 

new community prevention  

program to our communities, 

churches, middle schools and 

high schools. We have been 

fortunate to partner with 

òYou Have the Power..know 

how to use itó of Tennessee 

to promote these prevention 

programs to further heighten 

the awareness of child abuse, 

abusers and the least ex-

pected environments in 

which children are abused 

may be the most likely 

places for child abusers. We 

will market the program to 

middle school students, high 

school aged students, youth 

groups of various churches 

and other community pro-

grams in which children are 

served. We hope to increase 

reporting numbers as well as 

to empower children with 

child abuse facts so that vic-

timization will not be a part 

of their future. We are con-

t inu ing our suppor t /

education program for teen-

age moms and  support 

group for non -offending care-

givers. Our Forensic Inter-

viewer continues to inter-

view child victims while 

making room for emergency 

interviews and participating 

in our SCAN Program. The 

Victim Services Specialist 

provides support and educa-

tion to all non -offending 

caregivers and visits multi-

ple schools within our 4 

county district to ensure that 

resource libraries are fully 

stocked and school staff are 

satisfied with the materials 

funded by various organiza-

tions such as: United Way of 

Roane County and United 

Way of Loudon County. Both 

of our therapists have full 

caseloads and are participat-

ing in an East Tennessee 

Learning Collaborative: Adop-

tion and Implementation of 

Trauma -Focused Cognitive -

Behavioral Therapy.   We have 

been using evidence-based  
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and alcohol treatment, se-

curing appropriate housing 

and other areas of need that 

will encourage family unity 

or reunification. Of course 

we would not be able to 

function from day to day 

without our   Administrative 

Assistant. Denise does a 

fantastic job greeting and 

making comfortable our non

-offending caregivers, field-

ing phone calls, acting as 

our volunteer coordinator, 

supporting our staff and 

creating our quarterly news-

letter.       

Our board of directors, staff, 

volunteers and most of all 

the children we serve sin-

cerely thank you for your on

-going support of Kids First!  

          Chris Evans-Longmire 

 

therapy for the past 2 

years and are happy to 

participate in this 

learning collaborative 

as it is becoming the 

future and the key to 

securing future fund-

ing for CACõs. The 

collaborative  will last 

for approximately 1 

year with each CAC 

reporting data on a 

monthly basis. Our 

family advocate is pro-

viding services to 20 

families which in-

cludes monitoring the 

childõs progress in 

school, assisting the 

family in seeking drug  



Our Volunteers provide an enormous 

value to Kids First by dedicating their 

time, talents, and energy to making a dif-

ference.  They are major contributors to 

everyday happenings ñfrom helping us 

move, fixing furniture and furnishings, 

any and all clerical work, fundraising ñall 

the while keeping in mind our mission, 

òõto heal the pain of child abuseó.  I tend to 

think the most rewarding opportunity for 

a volunteer at Kids First is the time spent 

with a child before and after  their ap-

pointment.  For some of these children to 

get one on one attention, even if itõs only 

for a few minutes, from a caring, soft spo-

ken adult is golden.  Our volunteers have 

the chance to touch a child with special 

words of encouragement during an ex-

tremely difficult time in their lives.    

 CAC Volunteers are  making a difference                   

So, what is the value of volunteer time?  

The estimated dollar value is $19.51 per 

hour for 2007.  The mileage rate is still at 

only  14 cents per mile (compared to busi-

ness travel which is 58.5 cents per mile).  

Our state grant guidelines require an in -

kind donation of more than $36,000 this 

fiscal year.  These dollars are derived from 

volunteer hours and services donated to 

the Center in which a dollar cost has been 

assigned but not paid by the CAC.  

The amount of community support we 

receive from our volunteers is a shining 

example of extraordinary everyday gen-

erosity of time.     

                          Kids First 

            2007 Volunteer Statistics  

   Total Volunteer hours worked:  1809  

     Dollar Value of Services:  $35,294.  

_____________________________________ 

   60.8 million volunteers throughout US  

     performed 8.1 billion hours of service  

  Dollar Value of services = over $152 billion  

 The Value of Volunteer Time  é. priceless        
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                 4TH ANNUAL BACK TO SCHOOL BASH  

WOW!!  It seems like school starts back earlier and earlier every year.  On August 

5th we had our Back to School Bash for the children we serve.   With less than 

three weeks to plan the party, in the end it was a great success!  We look for-

ward to this special event for two important reasons.  The majority of our clients 

cannot afford to purchase the required school supplies and there is the comfort 

ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƎŜǘ ŦǊƻƳ ƪƴƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ άŀƭƻƴŜέΦ  Lǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ǘƻ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǘƻ 

begin the school year with supplies purchased with him or her in mind.   

Once again this year, we were fortunate to have four clowns entertain the chil-

dren (sent by Helen Cooke of Volunteer Clowns of Tellico Village).  These ladies 

are always a huge success!  The children line up to see the funny tricks they per-

form and will ask if they are still here when they return for their appointment.  A 

total of 24 children brought siblings and their parents/guardians to the party.  

Everyone enjoyed pizza, drinks and the chance to top ice cream and cookies with 

chocolate or caramel syrup, sprinkles, and frosting.  Everyone had a great time 

and was very thankful for all of the food, school supplies, and entertainment 

that was generously donated by our local businesses and volunteers.             

                             We would like to thank all of our helping hands: 

Carol Daniels                 Diana Gahrs                         Linda Wright  

A very special thank you to Marce Strickland  for organizing the de-

tails and putting the party together.   

We thank those who contributed so generously to our efforts:  

Amy Dunajewski       Food City Store#650                Ingles Markets  

Helen Cooke and Volunteer Clowns of Tellico Village  

Gondolier Restaurant                                         Angelos Brick Oven                                  

Dominoeõs Pizza                   B. Joyce Kocsis Peterson      

Kevin Proffitt, Northwestern Mutual                 Papa Johnõs Pizza 

Cole M. Harris, Strategic Employee Benefit Svcs.  

Ryan Rasmussen, Creative Structures                        Diane OõBrien 

  Volunteers are like rare gems.  When placed in the right setting and cared for , they will shine and give pleasure to all 

     OUR HELPING HANDSéé 

Since moving into our new Center this past Janu-

ary a few of our supporters have hosted neighbor-

hood and community fundraisers to benefit  Kids 

First.   

In April, Mary LeTard hosted a Tupperware party.  

Not only were we presented with a  $587 check 

from Patricia Leyshon, Tupperware representative, 

the staff was able to pick out some items for the 

Centerõs kitchen.   

In May, Nona Walden and Jeannie McIntosh of 

Philadelphia, stopped by to tell us they would be 

asking for donations at a  yard sale they were plan-

ning.  I gave them our donation jar to use for the 

event.  When they brought it back the following 

Monday it had $118.38 stuffed in it.  Ms. Walden 

mentioned how a lot of the donors knew of the 

CAC because their children had been guests at our 

Grand opening in March.  

Reverend Ronnie Hepperly, of Restoration Interna-

tional Outreach, put together a Loudon Bike Run 

Fundraiser in June.  Chris, Darcy and Beth were in 

attendance that day along with a few Board Mem-

bers.  They were able to discuss the program, an-

swer questions, and meet new supporters of the 

CAC.    

As Loudon County Commissioner, Don Miller is 

able to charge a fee for performing wedding cere-

monies.  Instead, he asks the couple to make a do-

nation to a charitable organization.  The CAC has 

been the recipient of two donations thus far.            
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Tired of giving giftõs that 

may find a home  

in someoneõs closet or  

under someone elseõs                               

Christmas tree?   

Why not make a donation to Kids First in 

honor of someone special?  Your friends 

and family will receive literature from 

Kids First along with a card and letter 

informing him/her of your donation and 

how it will be used to help victims of child 

abuse.  Can you think of any other way to 

spread good cheer, than helping those 

less fortunate?  For more information feel 

free to contact Denise at Kids First.                                                                

       (865) 986 -1505 

            National Childrenõs Alliance Accredited 

National Childrenõs Alliance is a nationwide not-for-

profit membership organization whose mission is to pro-

mote and support communities in providing a coordi-

nated investigation and comprehensive response to vic-

tims of severe child abuse.  NCA accredited members are 

Childrenõs Advocacy Centers.  òWe will have met success 

when every child has access to the services of an accred-

ited Childrenõs Advocacy Center.ó 

 Licensed by the TN Department of 

Mental Health and Developmental 

Disabilities  

The Tennessee Chapter of CACs 

is a statewide not -for -profit mem-

bership organization whose mission 

is to promote, assist, and support 

development, growth, and continua-

tion of child advocacy centers in 

their service to abused and ne-

glected children and their families.  

                               Services Provided in 2007  

Total Referrals to DCS    2,362 

 Loudon   761  Morgan   375 

 Meigs       280  Roane      946 

Total  Cases Investigated    1,429 

 Loudon   474  Morgan   230 

 Meigs     150  Roane     575    

Services Breakdown 

 Forensic Interviews       232

 Medical Examinations         18

 Counseling 

  Families Served        51  

Children served       341 

              205 female   136 male 

       165 between the ages of 3-6 years  

           125 offenders were caregivers 

         170 offenders over the age of 18 

              240 cases or 70% were sex abuse cases 

 THANK YOU!  THANK YOU!!  THANK YOU!!! 

The staff of Kids First  

would like to express our appreciation 

to Dick LeTard, 2nd V.P. Board of Direc-

tors, for his endless hours of support.  

Dick has worked tirelessly since  

December setting up our phone sys-

tem and computers.  He has had the 

patience to deal with our 

ȬÃÁÔÁÓÔÒÏÐÈÅÓȭ ÁÎÄ ÈÁÓ ÇÅÎÅÒÏÕÓÌÙ 

donated  his time and resources to our 

organization.  Thank you, Dick, we 

would be lost without your expertise! 

You are appreciated! 



The CAC has been collecting Campbell 

product proofs of purchase for almost a 

year now.  These Labels for Educa-

tion  points can be redeemed for valu-

able educational equipment and mer-

chandise such as computers, audio/

visual equipment, sports equipment, 

playroom toys, arts & crafts supplies and 

games!!  

Did you know you can use your Kroger 

Plus Card to earn points for the CAC?  

Now, for the first time ever -  Campbell

s and Kroger are teaming up to launch a 

new addition to the Labels for Education 

program.  It is now possible to electroni-

cally collect Campbell s Labels for Edu-

cation points using your Kroger Plus 

shopper s card.  Every time you shop at 

Kroger and purchase participating Camp-

bell products, the CAC will  automatically 

receive 1 point for each item.  Points are 

deposited to the CAC s account to be 

redeemed at a later date.   How it works:  

Go to   

www.e-LabelsforEducation.com to sign 

up online.  Set up an account by entering 

your Kroger Plus card number.  When 

you are asked to choose the school 

which will receive the points input Child 

Advocacy Center.  That s all you have 

   Help Kids First CAC get FREE merchandise!! 
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 Child Advocacy Center   

will be having Christmas for the Kids again 

this year.  Santa and Mrs. Claus will greet 

the children and hand out  presents and a 

stocking stuffed with goodies.   Please help 

us make it special for the children .   If you 

would like to make a donation please desig-

nate òKids Christmasó on the check and 

send it to:  

Kids First CAC,  

PO Box 928, Lenoir City, TN 37778  

 

Together we can make a difference !  

     ^  1 point value  ^  

No one ever keeps a secret so well as a child.   ~~  Victor Hugo 

               SCAN  

           A Prevention Program of Kids First CAC of the 9th Judicial District  

SCAN  (Stop Child Abuse & Neglect) is a program started by the National Chil-

drenõ s Advocacy Center in Alabama and has become the largest school-based 

prevention program in the state of Alabama.  SCAN  was created in hopes of pro-

tecting children by increasing their knowledge and skills in the area of child 

abuse, increasing reporting numbers and referring children who disclose to ap-

propriate service providers (teachers, school counselors, etc.).  

SCAN  is presented to children in grades K, 1, 3, 5, and 7 and will be presented to 

children in all four of the counties  we serve.  The programõs primary message is 

SAY NO, GET AWAY, TELL SOMEONE.  Children in kindergarten and first 

grade participate in a puppet show which depicts the puppets having bullying, 

neglect, physical and sexual abuse problems.  Kids learn many children, like 

themselves, experience very serious problems and recover.  

Third and fifth grade students participate in a program called òBreak the Si-

lenceó which encompasses a wide array of issues for children their age including 

bullying, assertiveness and sexual abuse.  These children are shown a video deal-

ing with each of these issues with follow -up discussion, role play, and handouts.  

òFrom the Shadowsó is the program presented to seventh graders, and it too, is 

video based along with discussion, role play, and handouts.  This age group will 

discuss issues with conflict and communication within the family as well as sex-

ual abuse.  

SCAN  also teaches children about community resources and professionals to 

whom they may talk to about any problems.  After completing this program, chil-

dren will be less vulnerable to child abuse because they are exposed to personal 

safety lessons.           

      To date we have served 5,026 children residing in the 9th Judicial District  

Senator Randy McNally  

paid a visit to Kids First on August 

27th along with DA General Russell 

Johnson.  Senator McNally was very 

impressed with the new facility and 

all of our community support which is 

demonstrated by the grounds, furni-

ture, pictures, murals, etc.  Unfortu-

nately, he could not attend our dinner 

but made a donation of the Senate 

items for our auction. 

Thanks Senator McNally! 


